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Three hundred and fifty years before Christ, the
Persians subdued Egypt. Again it passed into
the hands of other masters, and " was governed
by the Ptolemies for the space of two hundred
and ninety-four years, until, about thirty years
before Christ, it became a province of the Roman
empire/' To this day it has continued in its fluc-
tuating fortunes " the basest of the kingdoms;"
and nothing is more wonderful than the accurate
fulfilment of this prophecy, whose verification is
still clearly manifest under the rule of the Turk.

All we have to do, then, is to fix the respective
dates of a prophecy and its fulfilment in corre-
sponding historical facts to complete an unan-
swerable argument. The process is a short one,
and as conclusive as it is short. I need not stop
to prove that in Old Testament history are found
a number of predictions, great in age and variety,
and minutely descriptive, all uttered by men pro-
fessing themselves to be inspired of God. To
show their honesty and confidence^ they unhesi-
tatingly appeal to the fulfilment of their predic-
tions in the events spoken of, which should justify
their extraordinary claims. Thus every thing was
put out of their own hands, and referred to the
decisions of supreme power. Nothing could be
fairer, and although for the world at large it
might take a long time to reach the fulness of
proof, yet when reached it should be all the more
powerful. These prophecies pertain to a great
variety of things, some of them to events declared
as sure to take place hundreds of years after the
utterance of them. For example, there are cer-